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GORIZIA .AN AUSTRIAN THERMOPYLAE
Bridgehead on the
Isonzo Which the
Italian Armies
Have at Last

Foreed.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of Ihe Great War."

... f... >-ay of the row famous

Gcriii* bridpr! o:uJ- having in mind geog-

raphy rather vhan history, that it was an

a-.trian Tu.o?7*m th? parallel would

b? fairly Becurate; indeed, rather strikingly
j--^ M very preat difference in

i re between the gate by which the Italians

wc_.ht to tntflt Austria and the pass hy
wbich the Persians did penetrate into the

Grecian peninsula.
After all, the Gorizia bridgehead was

ncthing but a strongly fortified position
fW^sssjBsm frOJB the sea to the mountains,

isdthis ifl what was most important about

.k. position chosen by the Spartans to

wsaa fcWat Preat stand. But the Gorizia

«___>¦ *¦ thirty miles, not two miles or

mat. than two rr.lts. wide. lt was defended

bt 300,000, not by 300, men. On the other

hird, tkfl WO.000 wero able, by reason of

their posfion, to hold back forces that

ttttft apgrepate a million on the one prac-

ticab'.e road for invasion of Austria from

luly.
G«ofraphy of the laonio.

The geography of this ertrip of land be¬

tween the sea ar.d the Alps is easy to

jrrajp. Coming down out of the Julian

A!ps, the Isonzo River touches the Vene-

tian plain Iflflfl than thirty miles from its
own mouth. As it comes out of the gorge
it washes by Monte Sabotino, which is on

iU «_N_*an bank. A little to the south it

touches the foot of Podgora Hill, also to

the west, flowing still to the south, but

now on the eastern bank it touches the

foot of the Carso Plateau, which crowds it

H-estward in a wide curve before it falls
.he sea throuph a ewampy mouth

-:rr<lar to those of most Northern Italian

riiflU that enter the Adriatic.
Above Mont© Sabotino the character of

the country is euch that it is practically
'il© for an invading army cominp

up ont of the Venetian plain to force its

wiy ir.to Austria, althouph Napoleon did

go this way in his campaign that took

him to UoboB and ended in the treaty of

Campo Formlo, Now, however, modern

ir.i.ery has closed this route absolutcly.
Thus, when the Austrians had built per-

¦jmnt twoeh lines, not old-fashioned
forts, H -abotino, on Podgora Hill
md on the western edge of the Carso Pla¬

teau, which boarfl the name of Monte San

MicheY. they had a fortified position quite
comparable to the ancient Thermopylae.

Tha Gorizia Bridgehead.
Ewtwsrd from Podgora Hill and across

the Iionzo Is the little city of Gorizia, Ital¬
ian ln character and population, despite
Mt flkmimtf. but retained by Austria
m the treaty oi 1866, and a portion of

ItaVs Imdenta. Under eover of Pod-
rra Hfl] several bridge*, one carrylnp
tha main railroad going west into Italy,
MM the Isor.zo. Holding Podgora Hill,
the Austrians held both ends of the

widpes, ar.d this explains the military
term, Gorizia I ridgehead, which has be¬

come familiar in recflfllt days. The Freneh,
holding the Meuse Hills on the opposite
aaa of the river from the Verdun citadel,
held a aimilar bridgehead and the Ger-
nans usually speak of the Freneh position
»i the Verdun bridgehead.
When Italy entered the war she had

rainj' more troops available than Austria,
wahm wa- fighting Ruaaia ar.d Serbia, as

.ell, eould sparo to hold the Western fron-
rould not use her super-

hfit| in BUmbcrfl until she had broken
Attfltria throuph the narrow Gorizia

*nfawf. Or.ce through this gateway she
^uU fiad plcnty oi room to deploy her

I and Austria ould not meet them
^ith eijual numlrers. It was then the sole
tarpoat oi Austrian strategy to hold this
Wizia position and keep Italy in a posi-
11011 BaWfl she eould not use her grentor
rumbera with inevitable consequences to
Ufltria.
A se.ondary, but in Italian eyes a vital,

c°r.aid_ration was the fact that once she
fc*d got throuph the Gorizia gateway Italy
*ould be in the rear of the preat port of
.fiestas, which eould bo cut off from the
."*t of Austria and invested and captured
*7 nepe. Trieste is an Italian city by
Nation, althouph belonging to AuBtria,
»->d it was to («t Trieste, topether with
.'« Trentino, that Italy came into the war
.¦l than a year apo. Austria, deter-
*to*n to bold Trieste, had this second
**»<m for holding on to the death to her
**riziB position.
But **. Italian strategy was complicated
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by another very serious difnculty. When
the treaty of 1866 gave Italy her preaent
frontiers it left to Austria the complete

¦ion of that Trentine district which

projects like a peninsula deep into Italian

territory and almost embraces the whole
of Venetia. In the centre of this Trentine|
peninsula, to continuo the figure, is the

valley of the Adipe River, down which
comes a great tmnk railroad, crossinp the

Brenner Pass to the north of Botzen and,
entering Italian territory a little north of

the city of Verona.

This is the historic r^ute by which
Northern invaders have apain and apain
descended into Italy, and Austria retained
this route, with the Italian speaking dis-j
tricts ahout the city of Trent, solely for,
the purpose of being able, in case of war

with Italy, to pour her troops down this

funnel. She had guarded it with forts

and had rendered it actually one fortro.s

projecting into Italy.

Tho Auatrian Threat.

Just at the city of Trent this route

divides into three. thus otfering its pos-

sessors three different roads into the Ital-,
ian plain, one coming down the shore.-; of

Lago di Garda, another commg straight
down the Adige Valley to Verona and a

third coming round the Brenta Valley and(
thus into the plain near the city of Vi-

cenza.

Now look ut the map and you will see

that if the Austrians coming down these

routes were able to ovarflow into Italian

territory but a few miles they wouid pet
:.n of the only railroads that lead

t'rom Italy ea.-tward to the Gorizia gate¬
way and to Amtria. Henc" if Italy under-

took to attack thc Gorizia position before
she had closed the back door cntrance into

her own house her armie.- poing eastward
to Goriria would havo their rail and road
communicaticns cut ofl and ttould either
have to cut their way out and back south
of the Po or else they would l>e captured.
And if Austria once cleared Venetia of:
Italian troops she eould stand behind the

Po and thc Mincio, which comes out of the

Lago di Garda, on that line famous in all

earlier wars as the Italian Quadrilateral
and taking its name.-. from the four ancient
fortre-ses Verona, Peschiera, Lepnano and

Mantua. She would then have the war

far in Italian territory, ns Germany has

it in Freneh territory.
Accordingly. when Italy did come into

the war her cnerpies were firal directed
to closing this back door entrance, and,.

because Austria was busy elsewhere, she
was able to send her troops up the flhoKfl
of Lago di Garda almost to Riva. up thfl
Adige Valley almost to Rovereto and up
the Brenta to Borpo. But she did not suc-

ceed in getting to Trent. Could she have
done this she would actually have put a

cork in the neck of the Trentine bottle and'
would have had no further worry about
her back door. Sho could then have turned
to the main business of forcing the Gorizia1

gateway. She was stopped, however, by|
the Austrian defences before and well'
south of Trent.

Still, having barriradcd the back door
as best she could, Italy turned to the Ison¬

zo, to the Gorizia pateway, and began ham-

mering on it, But she made very little

propress. Her experienee was exactly the
same as that of her alliea who tried to
force the German lines in France. She,
too, still lacked the heavy artillery and the
ammunition.

Accordingly, having made a little prop¬
ress, Italy was held up. She made des-'

pcrate efforts at the time Russia was inj
straits last September and again when
Austria was sending troops to the Balkans
to blast a way throuph Serbia to the,
Colden Horn. But, de*pite terrible losses,
she could not get forward and she did not

prevent the destruction of Serbia. This
is the history of Italian effort to get
throuph the Gorizia pateway from the first

daya of the war well into last winter.

Through the Back Door.

Meantime Austna had pot most of her

troops back from thc Balkans, and winter,

by paralyzinp Russia, permitted her tem¬

porarily to withdraw troops from the
eastern front as Germany was withdraw-

ing them for her Verdun operation. By
this means Austria collected a powerful
army in the Trentine region, furnished it

with vast masses of heavy artillery and, a

little after Germany began her attack

upon Verdun, Austria attempted to blast

her way through the barricades Italy had

thrown up at her own back door and thus

pet down into the Italian plain.
And for two months the Austrians were

,ery succesoful. They drove the Italians
down thc Adipe and Brenta valleys and,
eominp over the hipher passes between

them, bepan to sift into Italian territory
and to get to the la-t foothills of the

mountains, within sight of Vicenza and

the railroads and roads whieh were vital

to the exisUnce of the Italian armies fipht-

/VOrVrZ SAGOTINO

*>ODGO(Z/r ^i

/VONffiLCdiiZ .

aai Vui ar-w.-7ST~
tt'-^m^" \ZltUAN' 4LPS '*

***t> 7*.'v *ei J aff

,'|a*0>V/-_" J/7*1 MICH£LL
**m^..^ #,iV*,a*v^45

.^-»flt&^a«__*flM^*fi 'MJ."C'J&i

JimiATlC SEA
% TRitsre.

The Gorizia Bridgehead.

inp away off along the Isonzo in front of|
Gorizia. About June 1 the Italian outlook
was frankly gloomy, and an Italian minis-

try fell as a result of the failure of the

Italian troops to hold back the storm.

Conceivably the Austrians might have;
got all the way down into the Italian

plain if they had been permitted to go on

unmolcsted at any other point, but on June

1 Russia began her tremendous drive

against the eastern lines, that Austria had
thinned to get the men to attack Italy.
When these lines collapsed.as mey prompt-j
ly did, there was nothing for Austria to

do but call back her troops from the Ital-1
ian field and set them to work stopping the

Russian flood. Her own back door. the road

over the Carpathians, was now in danger,
and she had to desist from her efforts to

force the rear entrance to Italy.
Saved from a reai peril, the first task'

f,.r Italy was plainly to stop up thc roads
by which the Austrians had come almost to

the Italian plain, win back the hills and
trenches that the Austrians had taken and,
obtain positions which would enable her
to make a new effort to seal up this Tren¬
tine entrance to her own house. And all
through June and July this was what

Italy was doing, and we ha.i steady re¬

ports of the recoil of the Austrians and
the slow but sure advance of Italy up the

A.i'.pe nnd Brenta valleys and over thej
between the two \alleys, by which

the Austrians had come. Until this was

done there was no justification for any
ranewal of the effort to force the Liorizia
gateway.

The Sudden Thruat.

But by the first week of August this
work must have been finished to Italian
satisfaction, for we had suddenly the out-
break of a new and tremendous Italian
thrust straight through the Gorizia gate¬
way, which, thanks to the accumulation
of ammunition and the acquisition of heavy
artillery, suceeeded this time, and by Au¬

guat V Italian troops were in Gorizia and
Italy had "redeemed" the first considera¬
ble town in her long lost Irredenta.
The actual operation was simple in the

extreme. First the Italians bombarded
the whole front from the Alps to the sea

for many hours, the usual prelude to an

offensive in trench war. Then they con-

centrated their fire on Sabotino and San
Michele, north and south of Podgora and
of Gorizia. Finally they sent their infan¬

try up the slopes of these hills, took the
Austrian trenches and some thousands of

prisoners and thus held both sides of the
pate. They looked down on Gorizia and
their puns commanded the rear of Podpora
Hill and the bridpes leadinp from Gorizia
across the Isonzo.

There was nothing for the Austrians to

do, then, but get east as fast as th^y.

could and attempt to hold a new line from
the sea to the Alps. if such a line existed
and could bc made good. For bear in
mind that while the Italians had taken
the Gorizia bridgehead and got inside the
Gorizia gateway they had not got all the
way throuph, and the narrow neck be-;
twecn the sea and thc Alps continues east'

and west for some miles. It was as if,
having foreed the door, thc Italians had
entered a lonp vestibule through which

they must pass before ihey eould get to the

point where they could bepin to use super-
ior numbers.

A Summer'a Job.

Now, writing on Tuesday, Augu-t 15,
it i.s not yet clear whether the Italians
have actually got all the way through the

Gorizia gateway.that is, to the end of the'
vestibule.or the Austrians have been able
to rally behind a second line, still resting
upon the mountains aml the sea, before
which the Italians will have to halt and

begin all over apain. We can sately con-

clude that such a position will not be near¬

ly as strong as the Gorizia line, bu'it may
be strong enouph to compel the Italians
to wait until their heavy artillery gets up1
and then begin a new blasting operation.

Such delay will enable thc Austrians
to construct a second and a third line, and,
it may be a summer's job still for the
Italians to get all the way through this
pateway and into the wider space to the
east, where the sea falls away from the
mountains. Kverything that one can now

see suggests this, although the Italians are

prosfling on and are already half a dozen
miles east of Gorizia. This is the old

story of trench war; this is the story of
Verdun, where the Germans broke through
the first Freneh line and ultimately the
second, but did not actually pierce all the
Krench lines, and where they had presently
to halt before the new lines that the
Freneh constructed behind the broken
line.

We can see now that if the Italians ean

keep on for ten or at most twenty miles
due east they will be beyond the Gori/.ia
Thermopylae, and if they are able to get
south as well as east twenty miles they
will have Trieste, for they are only twenty
miles from it now. But twenty miles is
a very big advance in trench war, and
neither the Krench nor the Germans have
made such a gain since the beginning of
the war of trenches in the we..t. It is a

matter of life and death for the Austrians
to hold up the Italian ad\ance, for if it

ltaly's First Great
Victory in Modern
History Marks

a Restored
Nation.

Copyrhjht 1916.The Tribune Ass'n.

does get twenty miles east then it will

spread like a tidal wave that has cut

through a dike, and the Austrians, pressed
as they are by the Russians, have not the
men to hold wide-stretching lines.

Italy'a Firat Great Modern Victory.

As it stands the Italians have won the
first great victory in their modern history.
Hitherto they have gained freedom and
then a reunited country through the aid
of other nations, of France first and then
of Prussia, while their own troops have
fought gallantly rather than successfully
and known defeats rather than victorics.
In Italian history the August days that
saw the fall of Gorizia will be landmarks
and may very well stand for thecompletion
!of that great work of restonng Italy
which was undertaken almost & century
ago, on the very morning after the Con-
gress of Vienna had turned Italy over t'»

her ancient masters and denied her the
liberty she longed for.
By winning this victory Italy has made

a notable contribution to the Allied cause.

She has taken 15,000 prisoners and she has

captured guns and material and inflicted
casualties many times greater upon Au«-
tria at the moment when Austria was suf-

fering terrible re3'erses in ar.other field
and needing all her reserves to man the

Carpathian lines and stop the Russian ad¬
vance along the Dniester and toward the
Bug. If Italy is to be stopped it will re-

quire fresh troops, and the question may
be fairly raised whether Austria can long
find fresh troops to balance her terrible

losses, which in prisoners alone have

passed the 400,000 mark in the last two

and a half months.
And, too, the moral effect in Vienna and

Berlin of the Italian success cannot be-

exaggerated. Three months ago the Ger¬

man and Austrian papers in recounting
the successes of the Austrians along the

Trentine front were forecasting the col-

lapse of Italy and thc outbreak of a revolu¬

tion resulting from popular di.-contcnt and
disillusicnment. But such revolutions are

not the concomitants of vietory. and while
the Austrian invasion has ended the Ital¬

ian people are celebrating the first preat
Italian vietory of modern history in the

spirit that the Freneh preeted.without
celebrating.their deliverance at the
Marne.

The Synchronixed Attack.

Again, the Italian vietory supplie? or «.

more detail in the pieture of a great, com¬

bined and synchronized attack upon the
lines of the besieged Central Powers; it

coincides with new Russian victories; N
pives new encouragement to the enemie-
oi Germany, new strength to the AIHfl
new promise of ultimate vietory anrl ortM

early Austrian collapse.
It may be several weeks before we shall

know whether the vietory of Gorizia set¬

tled the fate of Trieste and opened the
road to a real invasion of Austria from
the west. Despite the familar ph
the modern "thrust" moves terribly slow¬
ly and troops are "hurled" at a maii'fl
pace. But thc moral effect, as eontra '. I
with the military effect, is instantly ap-
parent and can hardly le exapgerated.
Nor can one fail to reckon its influence in

Bucharest, where Rumanian statesmm ure

only waiting until thc moment is ripe
for an attack upon Austria, or in Sofia.
where Bulparian statesmen are daily
counting the cosU of their Teuton;c al¬
liance with increasing anxiety.
Go back to last summer aid fail, when

the stream of victories of the ( entral
Powers seemed inexhaustiblc and vietory
followed vietory with monotony, and then
the change in twelve months i.s ur.mistak
able. The Italian vietory has cut another
frapment from the war map of Beth-
mann-Hollweg; it has added a new and
heavy burden to all the other burdens th-*
Hapsburg monarehy is carrying. It is

not Waterloo, it is not Leipsic; but it may
prove to be another Baylen, whieh flrafl
the first authentic sigr. of the crumbling
of the Napoleonic prestipe.
And the Italian vietory should direct

attention once more to the Balkans, where
u new storm is patherinp. At thn^e of the
four points the Allied offensive ia now at
work. Italian and Russian victories are

steadily recalling Austrian and German
troops from the Balkan peninsula. He
fore Salonica 700,000 Allied troops are

ready and waitinp. We may yet see the
most dramatic and imyortant campaign
the year along the Vardar and not on the
Somme, the Isonzo or even the Pnic-ter.


